
NORTHERN VIRGINIA TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY 

M E M O R A N D U M 

TO: Chair Phyllis J. Randall and Members 
Northern Virginia Transportation Authority 

FROM:  Monica Backmon, Chief Executive Officer 

DATE: March 3, 2022 

SUBJECT: NVTA Endorsement of Arlington, Loudoun, Prince William Counties, City of 
Manassas Park, and Town of Leesburg Rebuilding American Infrastructure    
with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grant Applications  

Purpose:  To seek Northern Virginia Transportation Authority (NVTA) endorsement of Arlington, 
Loudoun, Prince William Counties, City of Manassas Park, and Town of Leesburg application for 
the Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grant Program.  

Suggested Motion: I move Authority Endorsement of Arlington, Loudoun and Prince William 
Counties, City of Manassas Park, and Town of Leesburg Rebuilding American Infrastructure 
with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grant Applications.  

Background:   The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) published a Notice of Funding 
Opportunity (NOFO) for $1.5 billion in grant funding through the Rebuilding American 
Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grants. RAISE, formerly known as BUILD and 
TIGER.  

• The Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity, or RAISE
Discretionary Grant program, provides a unique opportunity for the DOT to invest in road,
rail, transit and port projects that promise to achieve national objectives. Previously
known as the Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) and
Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) Discretionary Grants,
Congress has dedicated nearly $8.9 billion for twelve rounds of National Infrastructure
Investments to fund projects that have a significant local or regional impact. Overall,
USDOT has awarded $9.9 billion to more than 700 projects.

• This is the first discretionary funding program to accept applications as directed by
President Biden’s Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. The $1.5 billion in available funding for
2022 represents a 50 percent increase in available funds compared to last year, when
applicants requested $10 in funding for every $1 available. In 2021, RAISE funded 90
projects in 47 states, the District of Columbia and Guam.

• The RAISE program enables DOT to examine these projects on their merits to help ensure
that taxpayers are getting the highest value for every dollar invested.
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• The eligibility requirements of RAISE allow project sponsors at the State and local levels
to obtain funding for multi-modal, multi-jurisdictional projects that are more difficult to
support through traditional DOT programs. RAISE can fund port and freight rail projects,
for example, which play a critical role in our ability to move freight but have limited
sources of Federal funds. RAISE can provide capital funding directly to any public entity,
including municipalities, counties, port authorities, tribal governments, MPOs, or others
in contrast to traditional Federal programs which provide funding to very specific groups
of applicants (mostly State DOTs and transit agencies). This flexibility allows RAISE and
our traditional partners at the State and local levels to work directly with a host of entities
that own, operate, and maintain much of our transportation infrastructure, but otherwise
cannot turn to the Federal government for support.

Criteria: Projects for RAISE funding will be evaluated based on merit criteria which includes 
safety, environmental sustainability, quality of life, economic competitiveness, opportunity, state 
of good repair, innovation, and partnership. Within these criteria, the Department is encouraging 
applicants to consider how their projects can address climate change, ensure racial equity, and 
remove barriers to opportunity as well as create workforce development opportunities. 

• For this round of RAISE grants, the minimum grant award is $5 million, and the maximum
grant award is $25 million, and no more than $225 million can be awarded to a single
State, as specified in the appropriations act. Under the RAISE FY 2022 program, minimum
and maximum award sizes are the same for capital and planning projects.

• New this year, under the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, 2022 RAISE applications will also
be evaluated on the criteria of mobility and community connectivity. The Department will
assess projects for universal design and accessibility for travelers, as well as consider how
proposals increase mobility for freight and supply chain efficiency.

• The program is one of the few DOT discretionary programs for which regional and local
governments can directly compete for multimodal transportation funding.

• To provide technical assistance to prospective applicants, DOT is hosting a series of
webinars during the FY 2022 RAISE grant application process.

Endorsement Requests:  Requests for application endorsement was received by the following 
jurisdictions and agency: 

• Arlington County-- The ANC Wall Trail will construct a ten-foot-wide pedestrian and
bicycle trail on the west side of Virginia Route 110, outside the cemetery wall, connecting
Memorial Avenue with Columbia Pike. The project is included in the Northern Virginia
Transportation Authority’s TransAction long range plan and constructing it will advance
the Authority’s goal of implementing multimedia transportation improvements across
Northern Virginia.

• Prince William County-- The Route 123 Corridor at I-95 Improvements and Prince William
Parkway/Minnieville Intersection Improvements are both local priority projects that
provide significant congestion reduction benefits to the region.
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• Loudoun County-- The W &OD Overpass Trail of Sterling Boulevard is a significant regional
trail in Northern Virginia that starts at Shirlington Road, Arlington County and ends east
of North 21st Street in the Town of Purcellville, Loudoun County. The 45-mile-long paved
trail is used daily by thousands of people for walking, running, cycling, roller skating,
horseback riding, commuting, and recreational purposes.

• City of Manassas Park—The Manassas Drive corridor and Manassas Park Virginia Railway
Express (VRE) Station are integral elements to the mobility of residents into and through
the City of Manassas Park. The City of Manassas Park is requesting funding to rehabilitate
two culverts on Railroad Drive and implement Complete Streets recommendations.

• The Town of Leesburg-- To construct an interchange on RT 15 Bypass at Edwards Ferry
Road and Fort Evans Road. The Route 15 Bypass Interchange at Edwards Ferry Road and
Fort Evans Road is a very important transportation improvement project for the Town of
Leesburg that also has regional significance.

All projects noted for endorsement are in TransAction. 

Application Deadline: The deadline to submit an application is April 14, 2022, at 5pm EST. 

Attachments: 

1. Arlington County Request for endorsement Letter
2. Loudoun County Request for endorsement Letter
3. Prince William County Request for endorsement Letter
4. City of Manassas Park Request for endorsement Letter
5. Town of Leesburg Request for endorsement Letter



DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
Division of Transportation 
2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 900, Arlington, VA 22201  
TEL 703‐228‐0588  www.arlingtonva.us  

February 24, 2022 

Monica Backmon
Chief Executive Officer 
Northern Virginia Transportation Authority 
3040 Williams Drive, Suite 200 
Fairfax, VA 22031 

Dear Ms. Backmon, 

I am writing to request NVTA’s endorsement of Arlington County’s project application to the United 
States Department of Transportation for the Fiscal Year (FY) 2022 Rebuilding American Infrastructure 
with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Program for the Arlington National Cemetery (ANC) Wall Trail. 

The ANC Wall Trail will construct a ten-foot wide pedestrian and bicycle trail on the west side of 
Virginia Route 110, outside the cemetery wall, connecting Memorial Avenue with Columbia Pike. The 
project is included the Authority’s TransAction long range plan (Project ID: 72) and constructing it will 
advance the Authority’s goal of implementing multimodal transportation improvements across Northern 
Virginia. North of Memorial Avenue, a trail along Route 110 already exists to connect non-motorized 
travelers to the National Marine Corps Memorial (“Iwo Jima” Memorial) complex, where further 
connections can be made to the robust bicycle and pedestrian network of the Rosslyn-Ballston (R-B) 
Corridor. 

In addition, at the southern end of the ANC Wall Trail, cyclists and pedestrians will be able to connect to 
Columbia Pike and connect to Pentagon City via South Joyce Street following the reconstruction of the 
Columbia Pike / VA 27 / Joyce Street interchange, which is proceeding as part of the Defense Access 
Roads (DAR) project associated with the ANC Southern Expansion. Accordingly, the ANC Wall Trail is 
providing a missing link in the regional non-motorized network that will complete a bicycle and 
pedestrian connection between all three of the County’s major development corridors. 

Since the County’s FY 2021 application, the County has advanced design of the ANC Wall Trail using 
local funding. A RAISE award on the project would accelerate the construction timeline. 

Thank you very much for your time and consideration of this request. If you have any questions about this 
request, please contact Rich Roisman, Regional Transportation Planning Program Coordinator, at (571) 
302-0234 or rroisman@arlingtonva.us.

Sincerely, 

___________________________ 
Dennis M. Leach 
Director of Transportation

Attachment 1
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February 24, 2022 

Monica  Backm on 
Execu tive  Director 
Northe rn  Virgin ia  Transporta tion  Authority (NVTA) 
3040 William s Drive  
Fa irfax, VA 22031 

De pa r t m e n t  o f Tra n spo r t a t io n  
Ricardo  Caniza le s 

Director o f Transporta tion 

RE: Request for NVTA End orsem ent of Prince  William  Coun ty's  RAISE Gran t Applica tions for the  Route  
123 Corridor a t I-95 Im provem ents and  Prince  William  Parkway/Minnievile  Road  In te rsection  
Im provem en ts 

Ms. Backm on, 

I am  writing to  request NVTA’s endorsem ent of Prince  William  Cou nty’s app lica tions for two projects  
unde r the  U.S. Departm en t of Transporta tion 's  Rebu ild ing Am erican  In frastructu re  with  Susta inab ility 
and  Equity (RAISE) Discre tionary Gran t Program . The  Route  123 Corrid or a t I-95 Im prove m ents and  
Prince  William  Parkway/Minnieville  In te rsection  Im p rovem ents a re  both  loca l p riority p rojects tha t 
p rovide  sign ifican t congestion  reduction  bene fits  to  the  region .  

The  Route  123 Corrid or a t I-95 Im p rovem ents p roject consists  of im provem ents to  the  in te rsections of 
Route  123 with  Route  1, I-95 an d  Old  Bridge  Road . These  th ree  in te rsections were  eva lua ted  unde r 
VDOT’s Stra tegica lly Targe ted  Affordab le  Roadway Solu tions (STARS) p rogram  to  iden tify inn ovative , cost-
e fficien t solu tions th a t p rovide  ope ra tiona l, sa fe ty and  m ultim odal bene fits . The  Com m onwealth  has 
funded  im provem ents a t the  in te rsection  with  I-95 and  the  County is  seeking fund ing for the  rem ain ing 
im provem ents , which  includes a  TransAction  p roject (ID 218).  Th is p roject ha s been  p reviously endorsed  
by the  Authority for app lica tion  for fede ra l fund ing th rough  the  USDOT INFRA program .  

The  Prince  William  Pkwy/Minnieville  Rd  project is  included  in  TransAction  (ID 279) and  consists  of 
constructing a  grade -separa ted  in te rchange  to  re lieve  congestion , im prove  safe ty and  enhance  access to  
m ajor destin a tions. These  m ultim odal p rojects a re  regiona lly sign ifican t as the y reduce  congestion  and  
im prove  m obility on  TransAction  Corridor 4-1 Prince  William  Parkway (I-66 to  I-95) in  accordance  with  
NVTA objectives. 

Fede ra l fund ing th rough  the  RAISE program  would  grea tly facilita te  construction  of the se  p rojects  and  
we  thank you  for your tim e  and  assistance  with  th is  request. If you  have  any questions or com m ents 
regard ing th is  request, p lease  con tact m e  a t (703) 792-6825. 

Since re ly, 

Director of Transporta tion  

5 County Com plex Court, Prince  William , Virgin ia  22192 • 703-792-6825 |  www.pwcgov.org/transporta tion 
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March 2, 2022 

Monica Backmon 
Executive Director 

CITY OF MANASSAS PARK 
City Hall• One Park Center Court• Manassas Park, Virginia 20111-2395 

(703) 335-8800 • Fax (703) 335-0053
www.cityofmanassaspark.us

Northern Virginia Transportation Authority (
N

VTA) 
3040 Williams Drive 
Fairfax, VA 22031 

Mayor: 
Jeanette Rishell 

Vice Mayor: 
Preston Banks 

RE: Request for NVTA Endorsement of the City of Manassas Park's RAISE Grant Application for the 
Rehabilitation of 

Ms. Backmon, 

I am writing to request NVTA's endorsement of the City of Manassas Park's application under the U.S. 
Department of Transportation's Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) 
Discretionary Grant Program. The Manassas Drive corridor and Manassas Park Virginia Railway Express 
(VRE) Station are integral elements to the mobility of residents into and through our City. The City is 
requesting funding to rehabilitate two culverts on Railroad Drive and implement Complete Streets 
recommendations in our downtown. 

In capitalizing on a large-scale redevelopment opportunity, the City has partnered with the VRE and private 
developers and formed a public-private partnership to construct a state-of-the-art transit-oriented, mixed-use, 
downtown destination called the "Village at Manassas Park." The project will consist of a new City Hall, 
VRE structured garage, destination retail, restaurants, and residential units. 

Two culverts on Railroad Drive need attention in the short-term to ensure the safe and adequate access to the 
VRE as well as environmental sustainability. The structural integrity of the culverts is in question and are a 
priority for repair and rehabilitation. In the event of a failure, access to the current VRE station would be 
fully eliminated until such time repairs could be completed. 

In conjunction with the culvert rehabilitation effort, the City is committed to enhancing access to transit 
stations and a pedestrian and bicycle-friendly downtown in a community setting. The City is seeking 
funding to enhance safety within the downtown, improve the quality of life of its residents, advance its 
economic competitiveness and bolster multiple modes of mobility. 

This project are local priorities that will provide significant benefits on a local and regional scale. The 
RAISE program funds will greatly facilitate implementation of this project and I thank you for your 
consideration of support. If you have questions regarding this request, please contact me at (703) 335-8813. 

Laszlo Palko 
City Manager 
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