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The Virginia Sierra Club supports the development of a balanced transportation system 

that expands our transportation choices. We have seen in Northern Virginia that when 

there is a steady investment in multi-modal systems, a far higher share of trips are made 

by bicycling, walking and transit, and traffic congestion has not increased even with 

economic and population growth.  

 

We appreciate the deliberate and transparent manner in which NVTA has developed the 

criteria for rating road and transit projects. However, we believe that NVTA’s current 

project evaluation, prioritization and selection processes overlook  the value of expanding 

mode choices and improving accessibility within and between activity centers. Highway 

and arterial expansion can lead to temporary congestion relief, but induced traffic quickly 

refills the expanded capacity. It is transit and transit-oriented development that offer the 

best long-term transportation approach because they maximize transit, walking and bike 

trips, and reduce the necessity of car ownership and use. Every person who can live 

and/or work in a transit-oriented community is a regional transportation benefit.  

Localities and regions that have invested in a wide range of infrastructure 

accommodating all travel modes, and that are concentrating development near transit, 

have had the most success in managing traffic while also increasing economic 

development. During the past thirty years Arlington has focused growth near transit while 

planning new pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure. It has seen dramatic economic growth 

and a dramatic increase in trips – without any discernible increase in traffic. 

 

We believe the HB599-mandated study of congestion and emergency mobility benefits 

should evaluate a broader range of factors behind the region’s congestion problems. 

Transportation researchers increasingly recognize that traffic congestion is a function of 



land use factors.  How would these projects affect regional land use patterns? Would they 

contribute to more compact development within activity centers, or encourage continued 

outward development? To what extent do they facilitate, or inhibit, shorter trips that 

could be made by bicycle, on foot or wheelchair? Our goal should be to enable more 

accessibility within centers and more mode choices between destinations, rather than 

prizing long-distance mobility. 

 

NVTA should recognize trips within jurisdictions as regionally significant in their 

congestion mitigation impacts. A large share of the trips in our region are three miles or 

less. In Fairfax, for example, one-third of all trips are three miles or less. Shifting just a 

small share of these trips from single-occupancy vehicles to pedestrian travel, bicycling 

and transit is a significant congestion mitigation strategy.  

 

We recognize that NVTA’s recommended road projects generally address real congestion 

issues and will provide temporary relief. We also appreciate that transit improvements 

represent 39% of the recommended funding. All of these transit projects in various ways 

will expand the capacity of our bus and rail system to meet the growing demand for 

transit and relieve the pressure on our overburdened roads.  Moving forward, in future 

years we believe that NVTA will need to consider a much broader range of projects that 

facilitate all modes of transportation.  

 

Douglas Stewart 

Transportation Chair 

10822 Maple Street 

Fairfax, VA 22030 

 

	



 

Crystal City Business Improvement District, 2001 Jefferson Davis Hwy, Suite 505, Arlington, VA 22202 tel: 703.412.9430 fax: 703.412.9437  
www.crystalcity.org 

 
March 23, 2015 
 
Mr. Martin Nohe 
Chairman, NVTA 
3040 Williams Drive 
Suite 200 
Fairfax, Virginia 22031 
 
Re: Comments on FY2015-2016 Two Year Program 
 
Dear Chairman Nohe, 
 
The Crystal City Business Improvement District (BID) regrets being unable to attend this week's public hearing 
on the Northern Virginia Transportation Authority’s (NVTA) Fiscal Year 2015-2016 Two Year Program's 
proposed project list. Please accept the following comments into the record and consider them in your 
decision. 
 
House Bill 2313 delivered on the promise to bring new funding to implement critical transportation 
investments in our region. Having followed the 2014 project selection process, the Crystal City BID saw many 
valuable local projects with regional significance receive funding.  
 
Most visibly, the Blue Line Mitigation project quickly allowed Arlington to replace service lost as a result of 
capacity issues created by the opening of the Silver Line. The new ART 43 service has not even been running a 
year and is already exceeding ridership estimates. The service will likely be expanded by County leadership 
with additional local funds despite substantial budget cuts to other programs.  Another project, the Crystal 
City Multimodal Center, will be breaking ground later this year bringing much needed bus capacity and 
service enhancements to an important transfer point. Funds to support the Boundary Channel Interchange 
reconstruction and the Columbia Pike Multimodal Improvements were also included in the 2014 cycle. 
 
The 2015-2016 proposed projects continue to build upon this momentum. Most importantly, the list includes 
funds to initiate traction power upgrades for the region's Metrorail system required to support all 8-car trains 
in the peak period. The project is a critical first step in achieving this top regional priority outlined in Metro's 
strategic planning document, Momentum 2025. The project would add one-third peak period capacity to the 
system, equivalent to adding two additional lanes to I-66. Funds to study the extension of the VRE platform in 
Crystal City, Arlington's only commuter rail connection and the VRE's second busiest station, would also add 
capacity and facilitate continued ridership growth. 
 
It is important to note that a large proportion of the new funds available through HB 2313 derive from the 
Commercial and Industrial (C&I) tax assessed on property owners throughout the region. Arlington's business 
districts, of which Crystal City is the largest, contribute a significant proportion of these funds. To date, the 
NVTA has been a good steward of these funds ensuring that money is reinvested in ways that best support the 
continued success of the places generating it. Continuing to grow and expand mobility and accessibility in 
Crystal City and Arlington is critical in order to ensure, protect, and reinforce the near and longer term 
sustainability of the region's economic engine. The Crystal City BID hopes to see this practice continue. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Angela Fox 
President / CEO 
Crystal City Business Improvement District 



Dear Chairman Nohe, 
 
The Ballston Business Improvement District (BID) regrets being unable to attend tomorrow’s 
public hearing on the Northern Virginia Transportation Authority’s (NVTA) Fiscal Year 2015-
2016 Two Year Program's proposed project list.  Please accept the following comments into the 
record and consider them in your decision. 
  
We believe that the projects recommended by NVTA for the FY 2015-2016 Two Year Program 
are regionally significant and will reduce congestion across all travel modes. The Ballston BID 
appreciates and supports these regional transportation investments and improvements, 
especially those that encourage the use of public transit.  
  
Arlington has been highly successful in getting people out of cars and using the multiple modes 
of public transportation offered here, most importantly Metro.  Indeed, Arlington is a model for 
the region when it comes to transit-oriented development.  
  
A fantastic example is our Ballston Metro, which is located on Fairfax Drive about one block 
from Wilson Boulevard. The station has significantly contributed to the fact that between 1996 
and 2012, traffic on Wilson Blvd. decreased by 23% despite tremendous growth in job 
and population density both in Ballston and all along the RB Corridor. This is due to the 
success of providing and promoting these robust public transit options. 
  
Arlington is continuing its proven track record of planning transit and development with the 
addition of the Ballston West Entrance.  This new entrance will allow Arlington to further expand 
the footprint of transit-oriented development in Ballston by an additional 1Ž4 mile to the 
west.  Our community highly anticipates the opening of the Ballston Metro Station’s second 
entrance.  Many of our riders come and go from west of Glebe Road and we expect that many 
new riders will be created among the residents and workers there as well.  In addition, the 
current redevelopment of Marymount University makes this project imperative for their students, 
visitors and faculty. 
  
As you know, Ballston serves as a major multimodal transportation center as well as a regional 
employment center.  Within a 5-block radius of our metro station we have over 7 million square 
feet of office space, over 1 million square feet of retail space, over 32,000 workers, and nearly 
13,000 residents.  The Ballston Metro station also serves as a major bus transit hub with over 
9,000 trips per day.  Our weekday daily Metro ridership is approximately 26,000 and is 
expected to increase significantly with completion of planned development and 
redevelopment to nearly 40,000 riders per day- and that will happen soon.   
  
We are pleased to see the Ballston West Entrance included in the recommended project list for 
approval and encourage you to approve this funding and continue your strong support of transit 
projects such as this. 
  
Thank you for the opportunity to comment and thank you for helping Arlington continue to grow 
and expand its mobility and accessibility options.   
  
Sincerely 
  
Tina Leone 
CEO, Ballston BID 
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March 27, 2015 
The Honorable Marty Nohe 
Chairman, NVTA 
13476 Dumfries Road 
Manassas, VA 20112 
 
Dear Chairman Nohe: 
 
It is my understanding that the NVTA is seeking public input next week on the fiscal year 2015-
2016 two-year projects to be funded. 
. 
I would like to join new Brenstville District Supervisor, Jeanine Lawson, in support of funding 
VDOT Six-year Improvement Program - UPC 103465--"Route 29 and Buckland Area 
Transportation Improvement Study."  This project has been on the VDOT six-year Improvement 
Program list for over six years and will cost $500,000.  It will help bring into focus the best way 
to move forward in this historic corridor 
  
Among the many reasons to support funding this study is the recent CTB resolution (see 
attached).  This resolution directs a study for the planning for Route 15 and Route 29 near 
Buckland and it will help bring into focus the best way to move forward in this historic corridor 
without losing valuable historic resources. 
  
At your earliest convenience, I would appreciate a call to discuss this matter further.  You can 
reach me at 703-853-4213. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Delegate Bob Marshall 
 
RGM/ccg 







  
 
 
 

 

 
Comments on Northern Virginia Transportation Authority 2015-16 Plan  

March 25, 2015 

 

The Coalition for Smarter Growth cannot attend this evening's hearing and we did not promote it.  There 

are two reasons -- the first being that the only date we could coordinate to hold an I-66 Town Hall was 

this evening, and the second being that the NVTA process fails to address the core causes of our 

transportation challenges or to adopt the most effective long-term solution. It's not that we do not 

appreciate the hard work of staff and our elected officials, the development of a range of evaluation 

criteria, and the effort to identify a balanced set of investments.  We do.  

 

However, we are profoundly frustrated by the HB599 legislation and the focus again this year of 

additional legislation on the chimerical goal of "congestion reduction" and the unsubstantiated need to 

focus on homeland security evacuation.  We stand in direct opposition to the Northern Virginia 

Transportation Alliance which for too long has promoted this approach to our transportation challenges. 

In promoting homeland security evacuation, they clearly seek to force widening of highways into the 

core of the region, but fail to substantiate or cite any documented security study saying that full-scale 

evacuation is a likely or required course of action. At the same time, they fail to recognize that the core 

cannot absorb more vehicles. 

 

As for "congestion reduction," it may be achievable for short periods on our roadways but cannot be 

sustained in a region as economically successful as ours. Induced traffic is a real phenomenon.  In the 

short term, highway expansion causes drivers change the time of their commute back to the peak hour, to 

change their route to the new facility which also loads up connecting roads, or shift back from carpools 

and transit to driving, filling up the new capacity in as little as five years. In the medium to longer term, 

expanded highways and arterials fuel more auto-dependent development, further filling the roads. 

Use of the "congestion reduction" metric is also intended to penalize transit investments which may not 

show direct effects on particular road corridors, again because of the induced traffic problem. 

 



 

So we will continue to protest against the NVTAlliance, HB599, and this year's HB1915/SB1314, 

requiring the use of the "congestion reduction" and "homeland security evacuation standards." Yes, your 

two-year plan is addressing near term challenges including reasonable investments like converting the 

last segment of Route 606, the Loudoun County Parkway, to four lanes, investing in Route 28 on the east 

side of Manassas, and looking at the Godwin Drive option.  But over the longer term, we cannot afford to 

continue auto-dependent development that causes more and more driving and more and more road 

expansion.  At what point do you stop widening?  What are the long-term impacts on neighborhoods, 

climate change, air pollution, water quality, natural habitat, health and economic competitiveness? 

 

The region has adopted a more sustainable vision in Region Forward and the Activity Centers, and 

Northern Virginia's transportation plan should support that vision. We have documented that walkable, 

transit-oriented development results in real reductions in vehicle trips and vehicle miles traveled, while 

increasing transit, walking and bicycling trips. The market demand has shifted and people and companies 

are seeking out transit-accessible locations.  The CEO of Marriott Corporation recently announced that 

they intend to move from their office park location to a Metro station.  84% of new office development in 

the pipeline is within 1/4 mile walk of Metro. 83,000 new residents have arrived in DC in a decade and 

80% do not own cars.  Tysons and Reston are booming as are Alexandria and Arlington, and Falls 

Church and the City of Fairfax, and Old Town Manassas. The common attributes are walkability, transit, 

mix-of-uses, and sense of place (ok Tysons is still working on that piece). 

 

Given the cards that you have been dealt, you have developed a plan which is to be credited for achieving 

a 39% share for transit investment and which addresses current bottlenecks.  However, because of 

HB599, you faced undue restrictions on crafting a transportation plan that could have been focused on 

creating and supporting the network of transit-oriented centers.  This approach represents the best 

opportunity for our region to grow competitively and sustainably.  

 

It is our hope that going forward, new legislation and a new planning process will result in a smart 

growth future for Northern Virginia, where transportation investments support the efficient, transit-

oriented land use that are critical for increasing access to jobs and services, reducing household 

transportation costs, reducing pollution and greenhouse gas emissions, and making our region attractive 

to the next generation workforce and employers. Thank you. 

 

Stewart Schwartz 

Executive Director 



Statement of Nancy H. Smith, Northern Virginia Transportation Alliance 
To Northern Virginia Transportation Authority 

Public Hearing on Proposed FY 2015-16 Two Year Program 
March 25, 2016 

 
Passage of HB 2313 carries with it a great responsibility to invest those funds in projects and 
services that do the most to reduce congestion in the area and to have a regional investment 
program with a long term perspective  
 
Unfortunately, the proposed FY15-16 two year project list is primarily comprised of local 
projects that rate fairly low in their congestion reduction ability or local transit projects that have 
not been rated to show their ability to reduce congestion.  Many projects with the most regional 
significance – such as I-66 – do not appear.   
 
The Alliance urges you to re-examine and take a fresh look at the draft FY15-16 project list and 
re-focus our regional tax dollars on projects with the greatest regional and long term 
significance.  Top priority should be given to regional highway projects making congestion 
reducing improvements to major arterials, primary roads and parkways and to regional transit 
projects that make capital investments to expand service with documented need.   
 
We are concerned that hundreds of millions of dollars are recommended for transit projects that 
yet to be rated. 
 
The Alliance supports funding for the following proposed highway project which do have 
regional impacts:   

o Route 28 widening in Prince William, Manassas and Fairfax County to I-66  
o Route 28 bypass study 
o Route 1 widening both in Prince William and Fairfax County 
o Fairfax County Parkway Improvements study 
o Loudoun County Parkway extension to U.S. 50 

 
And the following transit projects  

o 8-car Metro Train power upgrades 
o Connector Bus Service Expansion for 22 new buses and routes 
o Innovation Center Metrorail Station construction  
o Potomac Yard Metrorail Station  

 
However, the immediate need for projects such as additional entrances for existing metro 
stations, VRE platform extensions, local transit ways, and local intersection & street 
improvements which rate very low in congestion reduction ability is questionable.  While some 
projects that have tested to provide significant congestion mitigation are noticeably left off the 
list.    
 
Most people save for things that are most important – a home, kids’ education, retirement etc. 
Those that spend money as fast as it comes in generally find it difficult to achieve those 



objectives.  The same will be true of the Authority if it continues to spend most regional dollars 
as they come in as opposed to putting them aside for transportation investments that matter most.  
   
The Alliance believes it is prudent and necessary to limit the FY 2015 – 2016 two year projects 
to those projects that have shown to provide the most congestion reduction relative to cost and 
hold a substantial balance of funds in reserve until other projects of greater regional significance 
are ready for construction. It’s how well these dollars are invested, not how fast that matters 
most.  



CHAMBER OFFICERS 
 

Chairman Sean O’Connell 
PBMares LLP Certified Public Accountants 
President George Ksenics 
Belvoir Federal Credit Union 
Vice President Jane Gandee 
ServiceMaster Restore National Capital Restoration 
Secretary June Priesner 
Baywood Hotels 
Treasurer Patrick Fogarty  
Wilkinson PM / HomeFirst Realty 
General Counsel John Rodgers 
Redmon, Peyton & Braswell, LLP 
Executive Director Holly Hicks Dougherty 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Deborah Addo Inova Mount Vernon Hospital 
Gavin Carter Gavin Carter & Associates 
Rachel Carter  Coldwell Banker 
Katy Fike  McEnearney Associates 

William Hunsucker  Walmart at Kings Crossing 
Doug Jones  Rent-All Center 
Jim Lindsey  ACC Family 
Jay McConville  Lockheed Martin 
Sam Misleh  Walker’s Grille 
Christopher Reddick  Burke & Herbert Bank 
Daniel F. Rinzel  Redmon Peyton & Braswell, LLP 
Edward Rowan  Cox Communications 
Tim Sargent  Dominion  
Scott Stroh III  Gunston Hall 
Melissa Wood  George Washington’s Mount Vernon 
 

PLATINUM SPONSORS 
Burke & Herbert Bank & Trust Co. 
EnviroSolutions Inc. 
Inova Mount Vernon Hospital 
Ourisman Automotive Group 
 

GOLD SPONSORS 
Cox Communications 
Fort Belvoir Residential Communities LLC 
Wegmans Food Market 
 

SILVER SPONSORS 
Covanta Fairfax 
Dominion Surveyors Inc. 
Hilltop Golf Club 
ServiceMaster Restore – National Capital Restoration 
Springfield Town Center 
 

BRONZE SPONSORS 
Alexandria Quality Inn Mount Vernon 
Best Western Mount Vernon 
Catering by Seasons 
Central Michigan University 
Con-Serve Industries 
Dominion Virginia Power 
ECCA Payroll Services / Benefit Providers 
Genuario Construction Companies 
Hawaiian Pool & Spa 
Hollin Hall Automotive 
McEnearney Associates 
Mount Vernon Athletic Club 
Paul Spring Retirement Community 
PBMares Certified Public Accountants 
Redmon, Peyton & Braswell, LLP 
Service Distributing, Inc. 
The Shelby Apartments 
United States Homeland Investigations Inc. 
Wilkinson PM / HomeFirst Realty  
 

MEDIA PARTNERS 
Mount Vernon Gazette 
Mount Vernon Voice 

March 30, 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Martin E. Nohe 
Chair, Northern Virginia Transportation Authority 
Coles District Office 
13476 Dumfries Road 
Manassas, VA 20112 
 
RE:  Project 8S - US 1 Richmond Highway Widening 
 
Dear Chairman Nohe and Members of the Authority, 
 
We are writing to express our concern with the exclusion of Project 8S 
U.S. Route 1 Richmond Highway from the DRAFT NVTA Two Year Pro-
gram (FY2015-FY2016). While there are many transportation needs 
throughout the region, Richmond Highway in Fairfax County should be 
included for funding as it is a regionally significant transportation cor-
ridor, the gateway to Fort Belvoir, and is key to meeting regional con-
gestion relief targets.  
 
Project Provides Regional Congestion Relief  U.S. 1 Richmond High-
way in Fairfax County serves traffic and commuters from throughout 
the region. It is a major thoroughfare for commuters from Prince Wil-
liam, Stafford Counties, and Alexandria City connecting to employ-
ment centers. More than 54,000 vehicles use Richmond Highway 
every day. With the current inconsistent road width this would be a 
real challenge but traffic studies indicate that about 70% of these 
cars use the road every weekday probably for commuting purposes. 
Richmond Highway is also an overflow choice for I-95 and keeps traf-
fic off the environmentally sensitive George Washington Memorial 
Parkway. 
 
Project Connects Centers and Jurisdictions   With the last Base Relo-
cation and Closure (BRAC) actions in 2005, Fort Belvoir is now the 
largest employer in Fairfax County with employees from all over the 
region. This major employment center is also a magnet for contrac-
tors, military personnel, and regional companies who do business 
with agencies located at this installation. More than 70,000 cars go 
through the gates of Fort Belvoir every day. The update on Fort Bel-
voir’s Master Plan will allow even more growth at this strategic military 
asset. Fort Belvoir is now twice the size of the Pentagon and will only 
continue to grow.   
 
The Federal Government and Fairfax County both realize the need to 
upgrade the transportation network around Fort Belvoir and have put 
significant resources into widening U.S. 1 Richmond Highway thru the 
installation. Now, NVTA needs to make the same commitment to help 
realize the economic potential of Fort Belvoir and relieve the conges-
tion brought on by current and future growth by committing funds to 
this project. 
 
Project Improves Safety and Promotes Multi-Transit Modes  Making 
U.S. 1 Richmond Highway a consistent six lane road is essential for  



US 1 Richmond Highway 
2015-2016 Funding Request 

Page Two 
 
 
 
commuter safety, congestion relief, and economic development. It is at the points where 
U.S. 1 Richmond Highway narrows from three lanes to two lanes that traffic bottlenecks 
occur.  It is at these same points where waiting cars produce more particulate matter and 
increase ground level ozone. This is a major source of regional air pollution. Solving the con-
gestion problems on U.S. 1 Richmond Highway will help the region meet Federal emission 
targets and retain Federal transportation funding.  
 
Fairfax County has prioritized funding for U.S. 1 Richmond Highway not only because of the 
regional benefits for improvement but also for the immediate community needs of conges-
tion relief and pedestrian services.  This stretch of Richmond Highway is missing connecting 
sidewalks and pedestrian amenities. A lack of pedestrian connectivity and bicycle lanes pre-
vents better use of these alternate transportation modes.  Both will help relieve traffic con-
gestion 
 
Part of widening U.S. 1 Richmond Highway is building lanes for Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) be-
tween Mount Vernon Memorial Highway and Napper Road. This public transit system will 
help take cars off the road and work in tandem with the road widening to relieve congestion 
and result in lower emissions.  
 
We respectfully request that NVTA re-consider the prioritization of projects and place U.S. 1 
Richmond Highway on the list for funding in 2015-2016. There is now more new develop-
ment in this part of Fairfax County than throughout the rest of Fairfax County including    
Tysons. U.S. 1 Richmond Highway is an essential regional transportation corridor and needs 
regional funding now. 
 
        Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
        Sean O’Connell 
        Chairman 
 
 
cc:  The Honorable Adam Ebbin 
 The Honorable Linda T. Puller 
 The Honorable Jeffrey C. McKay 
 The Honorable Gerald W. Hyland 
 The Honorable Sharon Bulova 
 The Honorable Dave Albo 
 The Honorable Robert Krupicka 
 The Honorable Mark Sickles 
 The Honorable Scott Surovell 

6821 Richmond Highway l Alexandria, VA 22306 
703-360-6925  l  703-360-6928 (fax) 

Info@MtVernon-LeeChamber.org  
 www.MtVernon-LeeChamber.org 



Please find my comments attached in the email below the response from my Fairfax County 
district supervisor.  Please add as part of public comments. 
 
Thanks. 
 
John Foster 

 
From: Joan.Clark@fairfaxcounty.gov 
To: jftwinbrother@hotmail.com 
Subject: Weigh in now to help us widen Route One  
Date: Tue, 31 Mar 2015 19:57:21 +0000 

 Mr. Foster: 
  
Thanks so much for your email and for your comments regarding this critical 
project. I can certainly  understand why you’re unable to attend our meeting 
today. You raise some very good points.  
  
I agree with you that the area around the Route One, North Kings Highway & 
South Kings Highway intersections are very heavily congested. That is why 
coinciding with the three redevelopment projects in the Penn Daw area, 
Supervisor Hyland and I directed proffer money as well as County funds towards 
transportation improvements focusing on the necessity to realign North Kings 
Highway at the Shields Avenue and School Street intersection.  FCDOT held 
community meetings to discuss several options that would improve the 
intersection and asked the community to provide input as to what option they felt 
would best suit the community. After almost 4 months of receiving letters, calls, 
and emails, FCDOT narrowed down the field to two possible realignment options. 
The first option would be to add a roundabout at the intersection of Poag and 
North Kings Highway as well many other spot improvements that would improve 
the intersection’s traffic flow. The other option would be to have strategically 
placed medians with a U – turn “bulb out”. FCDOT is currently working with a 
community group to finalize a plan that will dramatically improve traffic flow 
along this segment of roadway.  
  
Transit is and will continue to be an important element of Route One 
revitalization and the County is currently putting significant resources into 
improving it. I agree it is important to get buses out of travel lanes. The recent 
recommendation of the Route One Multimodal Alternatives Analysis study equips 



us with the tools necessary to relieve congestion along the corridor. It 
incorporates a hybrid option – bus rapid transit (BRT) and a Yellow Line extension 
– into the corridor. This is an option that I support and one that recognizes 
improvements must be phased in over time to ensure land use and fiscal reality 
that balance the need for immediate relief. Additionally, we are currently 
evaluating locations for a Route One transit center that will provide a central hub 
for transit riders.   
One of my top priorities has been addressing pedestrian safety concerns. The 
Richmond Highway Public Transportation Initiative is Fairfax County's plan to 
improve transit services and pedestrian facilities along Route One between 
Huntington Avenue and Old Mill Road/Mount Vernon Memorial Highway. It 
includes upgrading bus stops, improving pedestrian facilities at various 
intersections, and filling in missing sidewalks along Route One. I will continue to 
look for opportunities to enhance pedestrian access and safety Route One 
whenever possible. 
Since VDOT is responsible for the maintenance of traffic signals on state roads, I 
am happy to pass along your comments to them about the signal at the Beacon 
Hill Fire station and ask for a review. Additionally, if you have certain areas that 
you notice require upkeep, please email with specific locations so that I can 
report them to VDOT for action.   
  
I’ve attached my testimony for tonight’s meeting to this email for your 
information. I encourage you to send your comments to the NVTA by emailing 
TwoYearProgram@thenovaauthority.org sometime before the deadline closes on 
April 12.  
  
Thank you again for reaching out to me.  
  
Sincerely, 
  
  
Jeffery C. McKay 
Lee District Supervisor  
 
 
 
 
 



From: John Foster [mailto:jftwinbrother@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Saturday, March 28, 2015 12:18 PM 
To: SupervisorMcKay 
Subject: RE: Weigh in now to help us widen Route One 
  
With 9 month twins I'm most certainly not able to make many community meetings these 
days.  But if there is a place to deposit public comments, or admit them with you here, I have a 
couple regarding Rt 1: 
  
1.  Obviously the area of the Rt1, North Kings Highway & South Kings Highway intersections is 
some of the worst congestion now that Walmart has moved in and other developments on the 
horizon.  I would hope traffic officials are looking carefully at that area, maybe combine NKH 
and SKH before they intersect with Rt. 1 so to make the intersection more efficient.   I'm sure 
the traffic planners are already thinking about the most effective options. 
  
2. Bus stops ‐ it should be a priority to get the buses to stop outside of the lanes of traffic!  That 
is dangerous for all and slows traffic down.  It looks like the majority of current bus stops have 
enough space to build an extra lane for the bus to park, so appears feasible to do on most of 
the existing Rt1.   
  
3. In many cases I wonder if the extra parallel side streets to Rt 1 along many blocks (for 
example the one that runs in front of  Beacon Hill's Bank of America, Outback and Boston 
Market) are really necessary.  They cause confusion at their traffic lights with drivers trying to 
figure out what each other is going to do when the light turns green leaving the parking 
lots.  Might be more efficient to remake those side roads to add a 4th lane to the main road, as 
right turn lanes to speed up corridor traffic, expand the pedestrian/bike path areas to make it 
more pedestrian friendly, and a bit more greenery as well to make the area look more 
appealing. 
  
4. Fire station at Beacon Hill ‐ not directly associated with the widening issue, but the current 
Fire Department red lights at Beacon hill should be replaced with regular traffic lights that are 
green 95% of the time and turn red when the emergency vehicles leave the nearby fire 
station.  The current single red light, and the lack of a painted white intersection line at that 
spot really do confuse drivers who even notice the red light.  If the do stop, they are not sure 
where to stop.  But the vast majority take cues from other drivers who do not stop, so most 
people are not stopping when the light turns red.  When I try to stop it is sometimes a 
dangerous practice because it is like stopping mid‐block with all the other traffic zooming by.  It 
is an easy fix I would think to make the intersection less dangerous. 
  
5. Crosswalks ‐ Another pedestrian issue:  To make it a more walkable corridor, crosswalks 
should be better marked and pedestrians given better midway refuge where possible.  It is a 
terrible street to try and cross by foot. 
  



6.  sidewalks ‐ make sure sidewalks are complete.  There are several spots where pedestrians, 
and especially motorized wheelchairs (I have seen a few them actually), can use a sidewalk, 
until it suddenly stops or the sidewalk is too degraded, or there is a utility pole blocking the way 
for practical access.  (for example, on the west side of Rt 1, about 100 yards south of 
Huntington Ave ‐ there is no way for a wheelchair, or bike to continue in either direction, and 
even pedestrians are forced practically into the roadway on a little footpath.  200 years ago 
footpaths dominated the region, but there is no need to still be sustaining them along Rt 1.  
  
7. Aesthetics ‐ I think the county has been doing a good job of trying to make the corridor more 
pleasant to the eye, but would encourage doubling down on this area of focus.  It matters how 
the streets look and are kept clean, and I'm sure I could find studies linking the aesthetics of an 
area to better outcomes in crime, social behaviors, and civic pride.  This is often overlooked but 
I think its impact grossly underestimated. 
  
8. traffic enforcement ‐ busy roads require driver cooperation, so police enforcement is 
critical.  Here I would say the police are doing a great job, I see them out on the corridor 
constantly, and encourage the county to keep up the practice. 
  
Thanks for allowing a chance to share my comments! 
  
John Foster 
Ft. Lyon Heights. 
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Chairman Nohe and Members of the Authority,  

 

I am Fairfax County Supervisor Jeff McKay, representing the Lee District. I want 

to offer my comments in support of funding for the widening of Route 1 from 

Mount Vernon Memorial Highway to Napper Road, a project currently being 

considered by the Authority for its FY 2015-2016 Program.  

 

As you know, the Richmond Highway Corridor in Fairfax County is a major 

connector for Alexandria City and Prince William County and is a significant 

commuter and business center in Fairfax County of regional importance. It is also 

the front door of Fairfax County’s largest employer, Fort Belvoir, which currently 

employs more than 51,000 people (nearly twice the size of the Pentagon) and is 

slated for continued growth in the years ahead. The Route 1 project before you 

today will eliminate a choke point between Fort Belvoir and the Beltway and 

provide a consistent six travel lanes for Route 1 between Lorton and the Beltway, 

improving the movement of employees and goods into the Fort and the recently 

completed hospital. The NVTA’s stated benefits of this project highlight just that.  

 

The project will reserve space in the median of the roadway necessary to 

implement the recommendations of the Virginia Department of Rail and Public 

Transportation’s recently completed multimodal study: a Bus Rapid Transit 



system from Huntington in Fairfax County to Woodbridge in Prince William 

County in the short-term and a long-term extension of Metro’s Yellow Line. These 

projects alone are major game changers for congestion along the Corridor – not 

just for commuters in Fairfax County but for multiple jurisdictions in the region. 

 

Also absent from the Authority’s stated benefits is an emphasis on the much-

needed pedestrian and bicycle improvements that would come along with the 

widening work. Route 1 is a heavily-used pedestrian corridor, yet many locations 

on the southern end of the Highway do not have sidewalks and are frequently the 

sites of pedestrian accidents, flooding, and other problems associated with a lack 

of curb and gutter system. The sooner work can be completed, the safer our 

pedestrians, bicyclists, and commuters will be. 

 

Despite all of these points, the widening work between Mount Vernon Memorial 

Highway and Napper Road scored poorly by NVTA formulas in a number of 

categories in which I believe it should have exceled. For example, it received a 

score of 1 in questions examining the Corridor’s connections to other jurisdictions 

(despite its connectivity to Prince William County and Alexandria City) and in 

questions about the reduction of vehicle miles (despite its work to acquire land 

necessary for BRT and Metrorail lines). The project also scored a 1 on a question 

about promoting multiple-use development patterns in walkable and bikeable 

environments. As I stated earlier, this project would dramatically change the 

pedestrian makeup of the Corridor, which in turn could support economic growth 

along Richmond Highway. Additionally, Route One scored poorly on its ability to 

improve the management and operation of existing facilities through technology 

applications. However, this widening will improve management and operation 

along the Corridor by establishing a BRT right-of-way that will facilitate first-class, 

technologically-advanced transit on the Highway in a dedicated lane. This lane 

will dramatically improve “operation of existing facilities through technology 

applications,” as this is already the heaviest bus corridor in the County. Imagine 

the improvements if the buses operated in a time-advantaged dedicated lane. 



I cannot emphasize enough the importance of this project and the opportunity we 

are presented to continue the more than $100 million worth of widening work 

currently taking place along Route 1 thanks to federal funding secured by former 

Congressman Jim Moran. The Corridor’s regional importance cannot be 

overstated and the benefits of a widened Route 1 would be felt by all of Northern 

Virginia. 

 

Now is the time to improve the next segment of Route One – Mount Vernon 

Memorial Highway to Napper Road. The momentum is here, community support 

is known, and this part of the region needs roadway investment. One can’t help 

but notice the highest scoring projects all appear to be west of the Beltway. Major 

economic growth is occurring in south Fairfax County now and the infrastructure 

need is now. In fact, the HB599 score for Route One was 12.0 – higher than 13 

projects currently recommended. The need for congestion relief speaks for itself. 

The question is: Will NVTA step up to the plate and fund this critical project? 

 

I request that my testimony be made part of the Authority’s FY2015-2016 

Program public hearing record and that you consider my comments and those of 

area residents as you make your final decisions for funding. Thank you for this 

opportunity to provide comments, and please let me know if you would like any 

additional information.   



 

 

April 1, 2015 
 
The Honorable Marty Nohe 
Chairman, NVTA 
13476 Dumfries Road 
Manassas, VA 20112 
 
RE: UPC 103465-Route 29 and Buckland Area Transportation Improvement Study  
 
 
Dear Chairman Nohe: 
 
I write with the understanding that the NVTA is seeking public input on the fiscal 
year 2015-2016 two-year projects to be funded. 
. 
I would like to join Delegate Bob Marshall and Brenstville District Supervisor, 
Jeanine Lawson, in support of funding VDOT Six-year Improvement Program - 
UPC 103465--"Route 29 and Buckland Area Transportation Improvement Study."  
This project, which has been on the VDOT six-year Improvement Program list for 
over six years, will help bring into focus the best way to move forward in this 
historic corridor. 
  
The long awaited study is critical to ensure the natural, historic and cultural assets 
along the Journey Through Hallowed Ground National Scenic Byway are 
identified, respected and enhanced as future transportation plans are developed. 
This has become all the more time-sensitive given the recent CTB resolution in 
support of a study for the planning for Journey Through Hallowed Route 15 and 
Route 29 near Buckland. 
  
Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of this request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Cate Magennis Wyatt 
President 
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March 31, 2015 
 
Good evening Chairman Nohe and Members of the Authority. I am Edythe Kelleher, Executive 
Director of the Southeast Fairfax Development Corporation, or SFDC. We are a non‐profit 
economic development organization that has taken the lead on revitalization in the Richmond 
Highway Corridor since 1981. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to address you regarding the critical importance of Project 8S, 
the widening of Richmond Highway – Route 1 – from Napper Road to the Mount Vernon 
Memorial Highway. Once the ongoing Federal Fort Belvoir widening project is completed, this 
approximately 2.5 mile segment will be the only remaining bottleneck along the Highway. 
 
Currently, this is a four‐lane segment separated by only a double yellow line in many places, 
without benefit of curbs or sidewalks. The speed limit is 45 mph, as it is on the rest of Route 1. 
Problems in this segment include flooding, erosion, and increased pedestrian accidents, 
including pedestrian deaths. 
 
Working on economic development along this corridor, I am puzzled by the low scores this 
proposed project received in certain categories. For example, promoting multiple‐use 
development patterns in walkable and bikeable environments. The Community Business 
Centers along Richmond Highway are largely planned for mixed‐use, pedestrian and bicycle‐
friendly development, and this transformation is already underway in other portions of the 
Highway. 
 
There is connectivity to Prince William County and Alexandria City, so this project should have 
scored higher than 1 for connections to other jurisdictions. Another measure is the potential to 
reduce vehicle miles, which would be greatly enhanced with the provision of space for the 
median Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) recommended in last year’s Multimodal Study conducted by the 
Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation. BRT will also dramatically improve 
“operation of existing facilities through technology applications,” another measure that 
appears mistakenly calculated. 
 
In summary, choosing to fund Project 8S will leverage Federal funds already being spent in the 
Corridor, improve safety, connect multiple jurisdictions, enhance walkability and bikeability, 
assist in planning for transit, and expand the economic development potential of the Corridor. 
 
I appreciate your taking the time to listen to our testimony, and hope that you will consider 
these comments favorably as you make your final funding decisions. 
 



Email: JerryKrueg@aol.com  
  
Subj: G.Krueger sends comment re issue of widening of Richmond Hwy Rt. 1 
  
Friday April 3rd, 2015 
  
1.  My wife Jessica and I attended the public hearing last Tuesday evening at the South Fairfax Center - 
topics on the NVTA plans etc. 
  
2.  We have lived here in the Woodstone Housing area, near Huntley Meadows Park, since 1995.  We 
have watched with great interest, and are affected often, by the developments and changes along Route 
1, Richmond Highway. 
  
3.  We fully support the overwhelming sentiment of the speakers at the Tuesday March 31st hearing on 
the topic - that is "to have the County and NVTA press on with making the proposed expansion from 
Napper Road to Woodlawn" become a reality as soon as possible. 
  
4. Alleviating congestion, making it easier for emergency crews (fire, rescue and ambulances) to traverse 
the area, providing more security for pedestrian traffic along the route, and smoothing the commute for 
countless workers both North and Southbound on Route 1, are all critical needs.  Lets get on with it 
please. 
  
5. Additionally, the issue of extending the Metro rapid transit system (sooner rather than later) all the way 
from Huntington to Fort Belvoir, did not get much attention at the March 31st meeting. It is our strong 
opinion that the Federal Government, mainly the DoD and Dept. of  Army should be lobbied again and 
again to take care of its many employees commuting to work at Fort Belvoir - should be requested to do 
the right thing and to pony up the funding to extend that Metro system southbound to Ft. Belvoir NOW 
rather than years into the future. 
  
  
6.  How many medical specialists, living in Maryland, were re-assigned to Belvoir hospital due to BRAC 
closure of Walter Reed, must now commute by roadway across the Potomac to get to work each of five 
days per week?  No doubt some of them will likely not re-locate their families to Northern Virginia, and 
they will instead find jobs elsewhere rather than face this (awkward at best) daily commute,   That will 
mean the Army, and DOD will have to recruit new medical specialists to replenish the workforce at the 
new premier hospital.   The "hidden costs" of this BRAC should be made clear to DoD planners and 
funding gurus and be appropriately lobbied through Congress to attend to this need in the short 
term.  Doing it five-ten years into the future is unacceptable and much too late to head off this apparent 
and impending problem.  
  
7.  No doubt the Southbound Metro Southbound Yellow line extension is an issue for our new 
Congressman Don Beyer and our US Senators Kaine and Warner to advocate for.   
  
Gerald P. Krueger, Ph.D., CPE 
and for Jessica A. Krueger as well. 
 
4105 Komes Court 
Alexandria, VA 22306-1252 
 
Email: JerryKrueg@aol.com  
 
Home phone: (703) 768-3421 
 









 

 

 
April 7, 2015 
 
The Honorable Marty Nohe 
Chairman, Northern Virginia Transportation Authority 
3040 Williams Drive, Suite 200 
Fairfax, VA 22031 

 
Dear Chairman Nohe:   
 
On behalf of the Northern Virginia Association of Realtors® (NVAR), an organization representing over 10,000 
Realtor® members in the region, I am writing to you about the fiscal year 2015-2016 (FY2015-16) Two Year 
Program.  
 
Long-term regional and statewide transportation funding has been a long-standing priority of the Northern Virginia 
business community and NVAR supported HB 2313. NVAR considers transportation one of its top priorities and 
improving our regional transportation network as essential for sustained regional prosperity and continued growth 
of the real estate market. 
 
It is important to the business community, our legislators and, most importantly the public that is paying these 
taxes and fees, that these revenues be invested well on regional transportation projects that most reduce 
congestion. 
 
In this regard, NVAR urges you to reexamine the draft FY15-16 project list and refocus regional tax dollars on 
projects with the greatest regional significance.  Top priority should be given to regional highway projects making 
congestion reducing improvements to major arterials, primary roads and parkways and to regional transit projects 
that make capital investments to expand service with documented need.  
 
Unfortunately, the proposed FY2015-16 project list is primarily comprised of local projects that rate fairly low in 
their congestion reduction ability or local transit projects that have not been rated to show their ability to reduce 
congestion.   And many projects that have the most regional significance – such as improvements to I-66 – do not 
appear on the list.   
 
In terms of projects that do appear on the draft project list, NVAR supports funding for the following:   

 Route 28 widening in Prince William, Manassas and Fairfax County to I-66  

 Route 28 bypass study 

 Route 1 widening both in Prince William and Fairfax County 

 Fairfax County Parkway Improvements study 

 Loudoun County Parkway extension to U.S. 50 

 8-car Metro Train power upgrades 

 Connector Bus Service Expansion for 22 new buses and routes 

 Innovation Center Metrorail Station construction  

 Potomac Yard Metrorail Station 
 



 

 

We believe it is important to note that HB 2313 does not require the Authority to spend all funds in the year 
collected.   
 
NVAR believes it is prudent and necessary to limit the FY2015-16 two year program to those projects that have 
shown to provide the most congestion reduction relative to cost and hold a substantial balance of funds in reserve 
until other projects of greater regional significance are ready for construction. It’s how well these dollars are 
invested, not how fast that matters most.  
 
We also believe that both highway and transit projects must be evaluated for congestion reduction and are 
concerned that hundreds of millions of dollars are recommended for transit projects that have yet to be rated. 
Again, it would be prudent to set aside more money until all proposed investments can be fully evaluated.  
 
As Realtors®, we talk to people moving to and within Northern Virginia every day. One of their primary concerns is 
congestion and travel time throughout the region. People want to be able to get to work, to shopping, or to their 
children's activities without sitting in gridlock. Thankfully, passage of HB 2313 created exciting opportunities for 
Northern Virginia to address this transportation crisis. It also carries with it a great responsibility to invest those 
funds in projects and services that do the most to reduce congestion in this area and to have a regional investment 
program with a longer term perspective.  
 
Thank you! 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Mary Bayat  
Chair of the Board 
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April 10, 2015 
 

 Martin Nohe, Chairman                      VIA EMAIL 
 Northern Virginia Transportation Authority 
 3040 Williams Drive, Suite 200 
 Fairfax, Virginia  22031 
 mnohe@pwcgov.org 

 
Re. Town of Herndon comments, Northern Virginia 
  Transportation  Authority’s FY2015-2016 Two-Year Program 
  East Elden Street Widening and Improvements project 
 
Dear Chairman Nohe: 
 
On behalf of the Herndon Town Council and the citizens we serve, thank you for the 
opportunity to comment on the town's East Elden Street Widening and Improvements 
project for inclusion into the Northern Virginia Transportation Authority (NVTA) 
FY2015-16 Two-Year Program. 
 
Herndon's East Elden Street Widening and Improvements project has been listed in the 
Virginia Department of Transportation’s (VDOT) Six-Year Improvement Plan since year 
1999 and has long been designated as a Corridor Improvement Overlay District by both 
Fairfax County and the town.  Consequently, since year 2000 significant sections of 
street dedication and easements have been acquired by Herndon for the planned 
roadway improvements.  In addition, the town's regional roadway project is listed in 
NVTA’s regional TransAction 2040 Plan, Transportation Planning Board's Constrained 
Long Range Plan, as well as the town's Comprehensive Plan and its annual Capital 
Improvement Program. 
 
Last year, the town's project was included as a 'Carryover Project' in NVTA's FY2014 list 
of regional roadway projects.  The project is now leveraging previous, non-NVTA, 
federal funding allocations totaling $6.5 million; a portion of which has been directed 
towards the Preliminary Engineering phase that is now underway.  The engineering 
design for this project is now underway by VDOT with the Location and Design Public 
Hearing scheduled for this Fall 2015.  The project is long overdue and ready to move 
forward given the requested FY2015-16 funding.  The current and future funding 
request to NVTA was coordinated with VDOT's project and program management staff.   
NVTA Regional Revenue Funding is needed for the project to proceed forward to the 
final design, right-of-way and on to construction in year 2019. 
 

mailto:mnohe@pwcgov.org
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Elden Street is Herndon's commercial/office corridor and a critical town arterial with 
regional connectivity and access to Fairfax and Loudoun arterials and the Dulles Toll 
Road.  Improving the eastern portion of Elden Street is essential in creating a safe and 
efficient transportation network to relieve current congestion and to meet the needs of 
regional growth.  The project provides for street congestion reduction measures and 
addresses existing as well as future Level of Service (LOS) deficiencies across all modes 
of transportation.  The project is truly multi-modal and balances auto congestion relief 
with pedestrian, bicycle, transit circulation and connectivity to the regional roadway and 
trail network. 
 
The primary purpose of the town's East Elden Street Widening and Improvements 
project is to relieve peak-hour congestion now and in the future by increasing roadway 
capacity, while also improving safety and multi-modal circulation for local and regional 
destinations.  The project is 1.0 mile in length and is located between Monroe Street and 
the Fairfax County Parkway.  The project and its congestion reduction measures, 
regional benefits and safety improvements are further described below. 
 
Congestion Reduction:  The project will reduce traffic congestion, facilitate vehicular 
access to and from the Fairfax County Parkway, and increase the efficiency of the east 
intersection of Elden Street and Herndon Parkway.  Traffic volumes are increasing each 
year between Herndon Parkway and the town limits at Fairfax County Parkway.  
Between years 2000 to 2010, East Elden Street typical daily traffic volumes were 
approximately 30,000 vehicles per day (VPD).  However, since year 2010, traffic 
volumes have increased to over 35,000 VPD.  The town's most recent traffic count, 
conducted in March, revealed 44,884 VPD.   To relieve current and future congestion, 
the scope of this project is to widen and reconstruct Elden Street from 4 to 6 lanes 
between Fairfax County Parkway and Herndon Parkway, channel traffic with raised 
median and dedicated turning lanes between Herndon Parkway and Van Buren Street, 
and then transition to a 2-lane section with turning movements between Van Buren and 
Monroe Street.  Key access management and congestion relief measures are: 
 

  Two additional lanes, one in each direction, between Herndon Parkway and Fairfax 
County Parkway to accommodate vehicle throughput and current and future traffic 
volumes during peak commuting hours;  
 

  Medians and dedicated left-turn lane capacity improvements to accommodate 
improved vehicle throughput between Van Buren Street and Herndon Parkway; 

 

  Signalization and dedicated left-turn lane capacity improvements at the Elden Street 
and Van Buren Street intersection;  
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  Transit facility and ADA access improvements across all 14 bus stop/bus shelter 
locations to serve 3 Fairfax Connector routes;  
 

  Wide ADA accessible 6-foot sidewalks, ADA curb cuts, pedestrian/audio signals and 
crosswalk intersection enhancements to provide alternatives to vehicle use; and 

 

  Pedestrian/bike connectivity to local and regional trails that will connect to the 
future Herndon Metrorail Station; all in a concerted effort to encourage non-vehicle 
usage and consequently reduce congestion. 

 
Regional Benefits:  Elden Street is a key arterial roadway serving both local and 
regional traffic and is a significant link in the local and regional transportation network.  
Elden Street is the town’s major commercial corridor and is a primary state route 
providing connectivity between Herndon, its environs (Reston, Fairfax and Loudoun) 
and the surrounding roadway network to include: Centreville Road (Route 228), Fairfax 
County Parkway (Route 286), Barron Cameron (Route 606), Route 28 and the Dulles 
Toll Road (Route 267). 
 
The Town of Herndon is struggling with transportation issues as much as other 
northern Virginia locations.  The number of jobs in Herndon of approximately 25,000 
equals the town's population, resulting in heavy commuting traffic entering and leaving 
the town during morning and evening rush hours.  With a real estate tax base that is 
approximately 50 percent commercial/office and 50 percent residential, Herndon serves 
as a regional workforce destination.  Regional benefits of the town's project include: 
 

  Street capacity and multi-modal improvements will enable the eastern portion of 
Elden Street to continue to serve as a critical arterial for commuter traffic and a 
functional component of the region's multimodal transportation system; particularly 
at the key regional intersections of Fairfax County Parkway/Elden Street/Barron 
Cameron and Elden Street/Herndon Parkway;  
 

  Serving three Fairfax Connector transit routes providing access to the future 
Herndon Station and Reston Town Center Station of Metrorail's Silver Line as well 
as regional intermodal connectivity for Herndon, Reston and surrounding area, 
Dulles Corridor, Dulles Airport and beyond; and 

 

  Improved pedestrian and bicycle connectivity to Northern Virginia's W&OD 
Regional Trail, the town's Folly Lick/Van Buren Street Trail, the Fairfax County 
Parkway Trail, and Fairfax County's Sugarland Run Trail; all of which will provide 
inter-modal pedestrian and bicycle access to the northside entry facility of the future 
Herndon Station of Dulles Metrorail, removing vehicle trips from the roadways. 
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Furthermore, Herndon hosts a significant number of firms involved directly or 
indirectly with the federal government; several of which are located along the East Elden 
Street corridor.  The northern Virginia region traditionally supports the work of the 
federal government, and movement of people, goods and services to/from Herndon is 
no less important than other locations in the region. 
 
Auto and pedestrian safety improvements:  The town's accident data for the past 
three years revealed an unacceptable accident rate of approximately 98 accidents per 
year along East Elden Street.  Proposed improvements will increase overall auto and 
pedestrian safety, while also improving safety and multi-modal circulation for drivers, 
pedestrians, bicyclists, and transit riders for local and regional destinations.  Specific 
safety measures include: 
 

  Enhanced safety facilities for pedestrians, cyclists and transit users (ie. ADA 
accessible wide sidewalks/curb cuts, streetprint crosswalks, pedestrian 
crossing/refuge islands, pedestrian/audio signalization, curb radius reduction as 
well as proposed dedicated bike lanes);  
 

  Access management and median controls along the length of the project;  
 

  Signalized intersections along East Elden Street to include a proposed new 
intersection pedestrian crossing with a high-intensity activated crosswalk at a high 
volume commercial driveway entrance at K-Mart plaza;  

 

  Bus shelters/bus stop ADA and safety improvements across all of the project's 14 
Fairfax Connector stops; bus shelters/bus stop are planned to be positioned closer to 
signalized intersections to reduce mid-block crossings and provide safer access 
walking to/from bus stops; and 

 

  Critical flood control mitigation between Herndon Parkway and the Fairfax County 
Parkway.  The frequency of roadway flooding since 2010, along this section of Elden 
Street, has warranted the need to correct an extremely unsafe and dangerous street 
condition.  VDOT’s design elevates the roadway to accommodate several bridge 
culvert structures for increased capacity, necessitated by development within the 
Sugarland watershed area.   

 
In summary, the project provides for roadway widening capacity improvements to 
accommodate two additional lanes (from four-lane divided to six-lane divided) from 
Herndon Parkway to Fairfax County Parkway as well as turning lane capacity 
improvements at major intersections throughout the project, while encouraging less 
reliance on vehicle travel by providing multi-modal circulation alternatives.  The project  
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is to include bicycle lanes, transit stop improvements and pedestrian signal and 
crosswalk intersection enhancements along with pedestrian/bike connectivity to local 
and regional trails that will connect to the future Herndon Metrorail Station; all in a 
concerted effort to encourage non-vehicle usage and consequently reduce congestion. 
 
Herndon has been and will continue to be severely impacted by growth in western 
Fairfax County and eastern Loudoun County.   The town's thoroughfares are being used 
as alternatives to the surrounding roadway network (Fairfax County Parkway, Route 28, 
Dulles Toll Road and Dulles Greenway) resulting in ever-increasing traffic volumes and 
congestion along the Elden Street corridor.  This trend will accelerate with the opening 
of Phase II of the anticipated Dulles Metrorail Silver Line.   Accordingly, the town's East 
Elden Street Widening and Improvements project is needed now to address existing and 
future congestion. 
 
The Town Council is in full support of the East Elden Street project and its funding 
request to NVTA.  We commend the NVTA Board, Project Implementation Working 
Group and the Jurisdiction and Agency Coordinating Committee for their concerted 
efforts to identify and prioritize transportation improvement projects across all 
transportation modes and to appropriately balance and allocate the Regional Revenue 
Funding across the within the Northern Virginia region. 
 
The Town of Herndon is prepared to work cooperatively with NVTA, VDOT, Fairfax 
County, and other agencies involved in addressing the town's regional roadway project 
and other critical regional transportation initiatives.  We appreciate your continued 
support and look forward to working with you. 
 
Regards, 

 
Lisa C. Merkel 
Mayor 
 
 

c. Members of the Herndon Town Council 
 Arthur Anselene, Town Manager 
 Monica Backmon, Executive Director, Northern Virginia Transportation Authority 

Tom Biesiadny, Director of Transportation, Fairfax Department of Transportation 
  

 



NORTHERN VIRGINIA TRANSPORTATION COALITION 
PO BOX 6149 · MCLEAN, VIRGINIA  22106 · 703/883-1830 · FAX 703/883-1850 

 
April 11, 2015 
 
The Honorable Marty Nohe 
Chairman, Northern Virginia Transportation Authority 
3040 Williams Drive, Suite 200 
Fairfax, VA 22031 
 
Dear Chairman Nohe:   
 
The Northern Virginia Transportation Coalition is a group of area chambers of commerce and industry 
organizations that together represent the vast majority of businesses and employees of Northern Virginia’s 
private sector workforce. We believe that a strong, efficient regional transportation network is essential to our 
region’s future economic competiveness and quality of life.   

Earlier this year, this Coalition issued its 2015 policy statement “A Strong Economy and Better Quality of Life 
Require a Stronger Regional Transportation Framework” to call attention to the fact that unlocking Northern 
Virginia’s transportation grid requires a strategic regional approach.   

We continue to believe that the focus of the Northern Virginia Transportation Authority should be on the 
investment of regional, state, federal and private sector transportation dollars on highway projects, transit 
improvements and intelligent transportation systems that will: 

• Move the greatest number of people; 
• Reduce congestion and travel time between major employment centers and communities;    
• Increase reliability of the network region-wide while producing the best long-term return on 

investment;  
• Promote regional economic development and growth; and 
• Enhance regional security. 

 
In that regard, we believe that many projects included in the Authority’s proposed FY15-16 Two Year Program 
do not meet these objectives. Many projects rate fairly low in their congestion reduction ability, the primary 
factor upon which Authority projects are to be evaluated. Others are local transit projects not rated for 
congestion reduction, while many improvements with the most regional significance – such as I-66 – do not 
appear at all.  
 
Therefore, we urge you to re-examine the draft FY15-16 project list and re-focus our regional tax dollars on 
projects with the greatest regional and long-term significance. Specifically, the Route 28 and Route 1 widening, 
Route 28 bypass study, Fairfax County Parkway Improvements study, and Loudoun County Parkway extension to 
U.S. 50, meet such criteria.  Several proposed transit projects such as 8-car Metro Train power upgrades, 
Connector Bus Service Expansion, Innovation Center Metrorail Station construction, and the Potomac Yard 
Metrorail Station also meet this criteria. Other projects listed are more appropriate candidates for the 30% local 
share or future consideration.  
 
We further urge that a greater, more substantial balance be set aside in reserve until other projects of greater 
regional significance are ready for construction and that FY 2015-2016 investments be limited to those with the 
greatest congestion reduction potential. 



A coordinated, long-term, regional strategy consisting of projects of greatest regional significance is essential to 
our region’s future economic competiveness and quality of life.   It’s how well our regional dollars are invested, 
not how fast that matters most.  
 
Sincerely,  
   
 
Brian M. Gordon, MPA, VP of Government Affairs  Pat Dean, President  
Apartment and Office Building Association  Associated Builders and Contractors – VA 
 
 
 
Anita Grazer, President       James N. Larsen, Executive Director & CEO 
Committee for Dulles      Dulles Area Transportation Association 
  
         
 
Patricia Nicoson, President     Eileen D. Curtis, President  & CEO 
Dulles Corridor Rail Association     Dulles Regional Chamber of Commerce    
 
 
 
Jim Corcoran, President & CEO      Mark S. Ingrao, President & CEO 
Fairfax County Chamber of Commerce     Greater Reston Chamber of Commerce   
 
 
 
Nancy-jo Manney, Executive Director  James C. Dinegar, President & CEO  
Greater Springfield Chamber of Commerce     Greater Washington Board of Trade  
 
        
 
Ken Garrison, Executive Director      Anthony Howard, President & CEO 
Heavy Construction Contractors Association    Loudoun County Chamber of Commerce    
 
        
 
Martha D. Marks, President      Mary Bayat, Chairman of the Board  
NAIOP - Northern Virginia:     Northern Virginia Association of Realtors®  
The Commercial Real Estate Development Assoc. 
 
        
 
Jerry Berman, President      Bobbie Kilberg, President & CEO Northern Virginia 
Building Industry Association      Northern Virginia Technology Council   
 
 
 
Mark C. Looney, Chairman of the Board    Deborah Jones, President & CEO  
Northern Virginia Transportation Alliance     Prince William Chamber of Commerce   
  
 
 
Keith Merlin, President 
Washington Airports Task Force 



Bluemont Civic Association 
Representing Neighborhoods in and around Arlington Traditional School, Lacey Woods Park, Bon Air, 
Fields Park, Balls Crossing, West Ballston, and all along the former Bluemont Division of the Washington 
and Old Dominion Railroad 

P.O. Box 5134 Arlington, Virginia 22205 
www.bluemontcivic.org 

 

 
April 12, 2015 
 
The Honorable 
Martin Nohe 
Chairman, Northern Virginia Transportation Authority 
TwoYearProgram@thenovaauthority.org 
 
Re: FY2015-16 Two Year Program 
 
Dear Chairman Nohe and Members of the Northern Virginia Transportation Authority: 
 

I spoke at the March 30, 2015 Arlington County Transportation Commission Special 
Meeting: Town Hall on NVTA Two-Year Program and am writing to express Bluemont Civic 
Association's (BCA's) strong support for funding the western entrance to the Ballston 
Metro station.  This project has been supported by the BCA at County Board meetings and 
in its Neighborhood Conservation plan since before 2007.   

 
The importance of the western entrance in reducing congestion on nearby roads by 

increasing station capacity and convenience, in providing more space for bus stops, in 
providing the second passage for egress, and in fulfilling the expectation of property 
owners, tenants, and employees is a long held position and remains vital to the western 
parts of Ballston and nearby areas.   

 
Residents of Arlington County and counties that are further west will benefit from 

transportation improvements in Arlington, including the Glebe Road corridor intelligent 
transportation system improvements and the 8-car train traction power upgrades. 

 
The Bluemont Civic Association appreciates the opportunity to voice the sentiments 

of Bluemont residents to the Northern Virginia Transportation Authority and looks 
forward to seeing these projects completed. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Jonn S.K. Lau 
President, Bluemont Civic Association 
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April 11, 2015 
 
 
The Honorable Martin Nohe 
Chairman 
Northern Virginia Transportation Authority 
3040 Williams Drive, 
Suite 200 
Fairfax, Virginia 22031 
 
Dear Chairman Nohe: 
 
On behalf of the Loudoun County Chamber of Commerce’s Board of Directors and our more than 1,300 
members, I thank you for the opportunity to offer comments on the Northern Virginia Transportation Authority’s 
(NVTA) Fiscal Year (FY) 2015-2016 funding program. 
 
Our Chamber was proud to play a vital role in the adoption of H.B. 2313, the historic transportation funding 
legislation adopted by the General Assembly in 2013.  Addressing northern Virginia’s backlog of unfunded 
transportation projects and relieving congestion is vital to our region’s long-term economic prosperity and 
quality of life.   
 
To that end, the Chamber is committed to ensuring NVTA prioritizes projects of greatest regional significance.  
We are also committed to ensuring NVTA projects are prioritized based upon valid performance-based criteria, 
with congestion relief weighing heavily into the equation.  
 
The Loudoun County Chamber of Commerce has long-advocated for all four Loudoun-based projects 
proposed for funding in FY15-16.  The vital need to complete the Loudoun County Parkway down to Route 50 
is reflected in both scoring methodologies employed by the NVTA.   
 
The Belmont Ridge Road (VA Route 659) - Turo Parish Road to Croson Ln. – project also has significant 
regional significance because Belmont Ridge Road is the northern end of the Commonwealth’s North-South 
Corridor of Statewide significance and vital to improving the growing volume of north-south traffic between 
Loudoun County, Prince William County and points south.   
 
The Route 7 (East Market Street)/Battlefield Parkway Interchange project and the Route 15 Bypass at 
Edwards Ferry Road Interchange projects also have regional importance. Route 7 has become a heavily 
congested commuter road as our region’s labor shed has greatly expanded to include West Virginia, Western 
Maryland and parts of central Pennsylvania. Efforts are underway to address this problem by converting Route 
7 into a limited-access highway. The interchange at Route 7/Battlefield Parkway is integral to this effort.   
 
We understand the congestion reduction value of these projects and recognize NVTA has the flexibility to 
consider more than prioritization scores when making its funding decisions. Yet, we are concerned the public’s 
perception of NVTA’s stewardship of the regional transportation funds will be largely driven by the scores.  
 
Therefore, we respectfully urge NVTA to thoroughly re-examine the draft FY15-16 project list to verify the 
projects proposed for funding are either fully justifiable, more appropriate candidates for the 30% local share or 
better suited to future consideration.  
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To our legislators, and the public that is paying the taxes and fees, it is more important that these revenues be 
invested wisely – not necessarily quickly – and for them the scores will, rightly or wrongly, greatly shade their 
perception of NVTA’s work.  NVTA must be prepared to back-up its decisions.  
 
Finally, many projects that have the most regional significance – such as improvements to I-66, the proposed 
Bi-County Parkway, and potential future Potomac River crossings – do not appear on the funding list.  We 
strongly urge NVTA to make these projects priorities.  
 
Northern Virginia is home to the fastest growing, most economically vibrant communities in the Commonwealth 
and our transportation network is the foundation supporting that growth.  The dispersed chaotic transportation 
planning of the past helped create the transportation problems we are struggling to solve today.  Going forward 
we must ensure that transportation revenues are well invested on strategic priorities deemed most essential to 
our long-term prosperity, safety, security and quality of life.  If we do that, Northern Virginia will continue to be a 
growing and vibrant place to live, work and play for decades to come.   
 
Thank you for again for the opportunity to offer these comments and for considering the Loudoun County 
Chamber’s position on this important topic. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Brian Fauls 
Manager, Government Affairs 








